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CLOGS ON OUR WHEELS

BY

ASVABAHU



Clogs on Our Wheels

Foreword

In the process of international intercourse it is perhaps inevi-
table that the wheels of a nation’s progress should get many things
attached to it, which may have been comparatively unimportant at
first, but which, as time rolled on became of greater and greater
magnitude until they become practically unbearable.

A fast driven carriage passing at high speed througha muddy
road may get liberally splashed with mud, and may get a nasty acci-
dent through the horses slipping or falling, but its wheels would
never have big lumps of sticky mud left on them at the journey’s
end, as all the lumps which may have got stuck to the wheels at
some stages of the journey would have been naturally shed by the
very rapid moment of the vehicle. ~ On the other hand, a slowly
driven carriage passing through the same muddy road may not get
so splashed about, nor would it be liable to accidents through the
horses slipping or falling, but its wheels would probably be liberally
caked with large lumps of sticky mud which clog them and, besides
being unsightly, may even retard the vehicle’s progress.

This is what often happens with nations in going along the
path of progress, or what many are apt to call civilisation. Take
concrete instances Japan has moved along the path of progress with
great rapidity.  She has been liberally splashed in the process, but
you will admit that there are few clogs on her wheels.

What about Sjam ?

We deem it wiser to move with more circumspection, and,
though our progress has been slow when compared with that of
Japan, yet we have certainly been less splashed, and our car of
progress still remains fairly clean, as far as its body is concerned.
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But what about its wheels ?

There are on them clogs and clogs, and plenty of them. Our
car can still move, but these clogs are certainly very much in the
way, so that there will come a time when we shall find that we
cannot move fast at all even if our very future depended upon rapid
movement, '

A wise owner, who finds big cakes of mud upon the wheels
and bearings of his car, would naturally bestir himself to remove

some of the mud before he has 1o undertake an important journey,
would he not ?

Let us open our eyes and have a good look at all the clogs
on our wheels of national progress. We shall find that some of
these have been on for a very long time and that they would be
rather difficult to remove all at once. But with patience and perse-
verance, we shall no doubt succeed in due time. There are some
things which we could alter almost as soon as we like, since they
only concern ourselves, whilst there are others which would be more

difficult to alter since other people are also concerned about them
beside ourselves.

Let us start with the examination of things which concern
ourselves most of all. You will find some.astonishing things, which
will make you wonder why we have gone on having or doing them.
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I. Unreasoning Imitation

The first, and also the worst, clog on the wheel of any na-
tion’s progress is undoubtedly unreasoning imitation. As I have
already written at great length on this subject under the title of
“The Cult of Imitation”, there is no need to repeat here the argu-
ments for and against it. Indeed, I have only referred to the sub-
ject again for the sake of completing my list of “clogs”, for no list
would be complete which does not include the biggest and the worst
clog of all.

I have heard many wise men among the Siamese deplore
imitation almost as much as I have. But I cannot recollect a single

instance where a man has been bold enough to take the responsibi-
lity of discontinuing it. It reminds one of the futile arguments about
disarmament which one read of in European papers before the war.
Every country professed itself not only ready but eager to disarm,
provided some other nation did it first! It is the same with imita.
tion. Almost everybody who is, or has been, or fancies himself any-
body at all has professed himself ready to stop imitating provided
someone else did it first !

But whether you eventually decide to discontinue unreasoning
imitation or not, pray look at what we have gained by it.

Now I come to think of it, it is not so easy to put in a few
words what we have gained by imitation pure and simple, so I will
choose the easiest way of getting out of it by saying that we have
apparently gained a passport to the esteem of Europeans. The qua-
lification **apparently ” is placed here not inadvertently, but deliber-
ately. What I mean to say is that we appear to be esteemed by the
Europeans, but how far is that really the case. Let us figure it out.

The truth is that our country is still but little known to
the people in Europe, and what they do know about us is some-
times nothing short of marvellous. While in Europe, [ had often been
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asked whether Siam was one of the native States in India, whilst in
America a prominent citizen once enthused over the beauties of the
River Irrawady and congratulated my country on its possessing ““such

a lovely stream. Yes, Sir!” To most people, Siam is a country full
of White Elephants and nothing much besides.

Whose esteem then do we possess ? Why, that of people
who know us, of course. Well yes! But when those who know us
can find nought but things to sneer at when they write about us,
1 do not call that the height of esteem, do you? Of course, there
really are people who esteem us I hope, but these must be compara-
tively few in point of number and must know us really well.

That we still lack the esteem of the majority of foreigners
seems, alas, to be a fact.

Why ?
Because imitators, though often tolerated and liked, are sel-

dom esteemed, which after all is only natural. It is human nature
to look up to one’s superiors, look level at one’s equals, and look

down upon one’s inferiors. And what is imitation but a patent con-
fession of inferiority ?

Do you not think it would be worth while to try and get a
measure of equality with other nations, and thus merit real esteem
instead of the patronising pat on the back which has been and still
is our portion ? If you think so, then you must take your courage
in your hands and try to be original sometimes.

But do not misunderstand me, please ! . L am not advising
you to show that stale form of “originality ” which is really imita-
tion in its most banale form, I mean the sort of “originality” which
has resulted in exchanging a real empire for a mock republic of the
South American brand in a certain country not far from us! What
I mean is this. Give your own countrymen a chance to be original
sometimes, instead of always kicking every man who dares to sug-
gest anything which *“has not been done in Europe”.



5

If you want to break yourself of the habit of unreasoning
imitation, now is your chance, because at the present moment it is
obviously impossible for us to imitate any of the Great Powers,
and it is equally obvious that we cannot afford to arrest our pro-
gress and wait until our preceptors have stopped slaughtering each
other.

As for the lesser powers, what is the good of imitating
them ? We shall not get any benefit from it that I can see; but on
the contrary we only lay ourselves out to provide subject for miore
sneers from ill-informed globe-trotters, princely and otherwise. I really
do not think the game is worth the candle!

Asvabahu.
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Clogs on Our Wheels

II. Self—-Abasement

Oh! The irony of it! We, who call ourselves the * Free
People” arc yet the slaves of a slavish habit, the habit of self-
abasement !

I do not mind it in the least if you wish to place other
people on pedestals, and they are welcome to stay there if they like
sitting on giddy heights. But why must you also treat your own
kith and kin as less than dust beneath the feet of those whom you
like to honour ?

Nothing that is done ever merits your wholehearted praise
unless a Farang has had a hand in it. Your own people cannot be
trusted to do a single thing right unaided. A man may have been
to the best of schools and universities in Europe; he may have had
the best of trainings in the best of establishments, and he may have
had years and years of experience, but he need not think he is going
to be trusted to do anything really important unless he could succeed
in showing a white skin beneath a solar topee! It is only right
and proper that the Europeans should think thus of themselves
and their own race, but why do we Siamese think so too ? Why do
we forget that in so thinking, we really show a woeful lack of
self-esteem, which no people could do without and continue as a
polity ?

As a matter of fact, however, the habit really arose out
of our love of ease and convenience to start with.  When first we
started to adopt European methods in developing our country, it
was but natural that there should have been comparatively few of
our people who could employ such methods, und equally natural for
us to engage Europeans for the task of showing us the way to do
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things. The Europeans brought along with them habits of industry
and capacity for hard work, which were greatly appreciated by the
Siamese, who are in point Of fact so much more indolent by habit.
Our people, therefore, first begin to like employing Farang very
much in same way as they liked the Chinese; that is to say, whilst
possessing almost the same capacity for work as the Chinese, the
Farang were undoubtedly very far superior in brain power. Thcre-
fore, the Farang proved convenient in that they not only helped to
relieve us of a lot of hard physical labour, but they also relieved us
of the trouble of having to think as well. One paid the cash, and
the Farang did the rest !

This habit of mind, originally the outcome of indolence
more than anything else, soon developed by degrees, until it became
what it now is, namely the fixed idea that to have anything done
at all well, it must be done by a Farang. The logical consequence
is the exaltation of the Farang to undreamt of heights and the
abasement of the Siamese to almost the lowest depth, which is the
reason why half-casts prefer to wear the dirtiest of duck trousers
rather than the finest silk phanung, as they want to be thought
almost as good as Farang and therefore superior to the Siamese!
Even some of the Siamese disguise themselves in trousers for the
same purpose !

To a certain extent, the fault lies at the door of the earlier
batches of students who went out to Europe to be educated. It
cannot be denied that it was a move in the right direction to send
students out to Europe, since the idea was that they should acquire
accomplishments to enable them to do the same sort of work for
which we had to employ Europeans. Those earlier students certainly
did acquire European accomplishments of various descriptions, but
the ones most in evidence happened to be in the way of enjoying
themselves like *“ Farang”. That is to say, they shot inoffensive
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birds and drank brandies and sodas, and thereby ruined both their
physiques and their brains.  When in addition to this, they also
reverted to the indigenous habit of indolence,~Well, they would have
done better to have stayed at home!  These unfortunate examples
only helped to strengthen the idea that our own people were inca-
pable of raising themselves to the level of the Europeans in doing
any sort of useful work. On the contrary, they established their
reputation as mere boasters and nothing else besides !

This unfortunate experience naturally served to make our
people underrate their own capabilities more and more, so that
Farang became employed for even the most trivial kind of works
which could have been equally well accomplished by Siamese at
about half or one third of the salary !

How much longer is this undervaluation of the capabilities
of our own countrymen to go on? What is the use of sending big
batches of students to Europe every year if we will not trust them
with any responsible work ? What is the use of education in our
own country if our own people are not to be anything but underlings 7

I must, however, warn my readers that I am not aiming
these questions at the Government in particular. Indeed, to be just,
several Government departments are already showing us the right
way. For example with the exception of certain scientific advisers,
there are now no Europeans in the Army, and very few in the
Navy, whilst the recent appointment of a Siamese medical man to
the post of Chief Surgeon in the Navy also shows a distinct move
forward in the right direction.

These words are, therefore, addressed to you who are the
Public. For so long as you continue to show more trust in the
capablilities of other people than your own countrymeu, so long
will the Government have to continue employing foreigners, since
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the Government must after all do everything to maintain the Public’s
trust.

You should not forget that every patriotic man would natu-
rally have his own country’s interests at heart above the interests of
all others. Therefore, would it not be absurd to expect foreigners to
have the interests of Siam at heart as much as we ourselves ? And
therefore, if we Siamese could be allowed to work for the welfare
and progress of our own country, would it not be better for the
country ?

Ask yourselves these questions, if you please.

Asvabahu.




Clogs on Our Wheels

I11. Exaggerated Veneration for “Letters”

I am not really sure where we originally got our exagger-
ated notion of the sacrosanctity of “Letters” from. Suspect it is from
our friends the Chinese, because their trust in everything written
and printed is almost pathetically childlike. The way in which
Chinamen conscientiously pick up every scrap of paper with charac-

ters on it, to be properly burnt in specially constructed ovens, is
also quite remarkable.

Being aware of this simple, childlike trait in the Chinese
character, agitators and leaders of secret societies make good use of
it by writing or printing everything they wish people to believe,
and they have nothing to do but to distribute such writing to be
reasonably sure of attaining their own ends, since no amount of rea-
soning would serve to convince a Chinaman that what appears in
writing could be anything but the truth. Of course, the spreading
of things by writing is a game at which two could play, but it is
the man who is first in the field that gets first believed, which is
the reason why the seditious writings of agitators usually have more
chance of getting believed, as those in authority usually confine
themselves to contradicting rumours. But since such rumours have
usually had time to be at work long before they ever reach the
ears of the authorities, official denials and contradictions are very
much the nature of anticlimaxes, and fall on practically unbelieving
ears.

Letters have been made use of in this way since ancient
times, and are still used in the form of newspapers, which have sprung
up like mushrooms all over China. As all the officials are or were
mainly literate, who would think it beneath their dignity to write
anything but classical poetry or compose edicts of equally classical
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prose, quite beyond the comprehension of the ordinary Chinaman,
practically all Chinese newspapers are naturally against the Govern.
ment.

It is, in a way, very similar in Siam. Most of the best
vducated and most capable men of letters are employed in the Go-
vernment service, and have no time for anything but very occasional
contributions to journals. Those who do write regularly are, there-
fore, either men of very indifferent education, or dimissed officials
with mountains of grievances against the Government. That is the
reason why the tone of most Siamese journals is distinctly against
the Government.

To begin with, Siamese journals were against the Govern-
ment because of the dismissed officials aforesaid, who naturally de-
sired to get a blow in at the Government which has dismissed them.
Later on, however, it came to be a sort of established custom for
those who write to journals to be against the Government, no matter
whether they had any personal grievance or not.  As these people
as a rule write the most banale things, or sometimes even most
arrant nonsense, it would seem scarcely worth while to give them
the honour of criticism, but owing to that regrettably exaggerated
sense of veneration for everything that appears in writing, one could
not altogether ignore the pretentions of these so-called journalists.

Letters were invented to provide a medium for recording
men’s thoughts, and to communicate such thoughts from one man to
others in a form more convenient for transmission than speech.
This being really the case, it should be the author rather than the
writing that merits one’s esteem. That is to say, it ought surely to
depend upon the character of the writer whether the things he
writes should be given credence or not. If we can and do discrimi-
nate between the words spoken by a man of good standing and those
of a drunken tavern talker, why on earth should we pay exaggerated
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reverence to everything that that same drunken fool chooses to write ?
It may be all very well for us to pay due respect to writing at that
period of our history when only a very limited number of learned
pandits could read or write; but now, when practically every man
who could hold a pen could write, is it not time to stop paying
exaggerated respect to every form of writing, no matter whether
such writing expresses sense or nonsense ?

It is all very well to prate about freedom of the Press and
all kinds of idealistic things, but I beg to invite your attention to
something which may perhaps have somewhat escaped your notice.

In Europe and America, where there are party politics of the
best type, the journals usually belong to one or the other of the
political parties. The effect of this is to put a limit upon the jour-
nals’ criticisms to a certain extent. That is to say, while the A
party is in power, all the journals belonging to that party make it
their business to support the Government, while the journals of the
B party who are in Opposition make it their business to criticise
the Government. Suppose then that the B journals are successful in
leading Public Opinion into thinking A in the wrong, the Public
would return the B party to power, and the B party would then have
to practice what they preached. If, when in power, the B party
could not do better than repeat the same mistakes as the A party,
they would look rather foolish, would they not ?  That is why the
B journals have to be careful, while their party was in Opposition,
to limit their criticism only to such things as they know their party
will be able to do if they get into power instead of A.

In countries where there are no party politics, things must
necessarily be different. The journalists know that they will never have
to bear the responsibility of putting into practice the theories that
they so glibly preach, and as it is always easier to criticise than
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defend, and easier to destroy than to create, such irresponsibles are
therefore practically always critical and destructive.

Such being the case, is it well for us to give too much
belief to everything that the journals choose to say?  Are we not
paying a very poor compliment to our own intelligence when we
allow ourselves to blindly believe cverything that appears in local
papers, without even troubling to consider the motives of the people
who write the articles or correspondence ?

You will perhaps say that you have to read what is put
before you, and that if such informations and writings are not of the
best, it is not your fault. But it is your fanit! If you do not like
to read trashy news and irresponsible vapourings of disappointed,
dismissed Government servants, you need not do so. And if the
newspaper editors know that you do not like such things, it would

be their business to find better things for you to read. When
they find that it does not pay them to print trashy news and irres-

ponsible articles, they will be sure to try and get better news and
better articles.

It is for you, the readers to say what sort of news and articles
you like, and if you do get them, it is really your own fault for
being satisfied with reading inferior stuff.

Trying as we are to march with the times and be as modern
a people as we possibly can, do you not think it time for you to
get rid of that exaggerated respect for “Nangsu”, which is a relic of
ancient times ? [t does not matter what they say and think in China
or among the Chinese community; if they choose to go on holding
to their ancient, out - of - date custom of making “Letters” into a sort
of joss, and of calling every scribbler a “professor” (Sin-S¢), let
them ! We Siamese are surely not bound to keep step with China!
Let us rather be sensible and put Letters and writers in their proper
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scheme of things.  Let us use discrimination in reading what is
written and printed, whether in books or journals, and accept only
such things as our intelligence tells us to be good and true. It is
only in this way that we shall be able to take our places as fit
members of the community of truly civilised men.

Asvabahu.




Clogs on Our Wheels

IV. Clerkism

Another outcome of that exaggerated valuation of Letters
mentioned is what I might call “Clerkism”, for want of a better
short title.

As the result of the establishment of schools all over the
country, which provide better opportunity for men and women of all
classes to learn to read and write, a result has appeared which is
already proving to be very annoying, and may cause even greater
annoyance, not to mention worst disadvantages in the near future.

Every boy who passes out of school fully expects to get
employment as a clerk, or a secretary, with rapid promotion to
follow. All who have been to school would disdain to put their
hands to any other work but “clerking”. I have personally come
across several youngsters, bright and intelligent, who might easily
have made themselves useful had they not been hampered by that
unfortunate hankering after what they are pleased to call “office
work™. It is no use telling such boys that they might make them-
selves more useful by going back to their fathers’ homes and help
them in their work of cultivation. Their answer is always that they
had been to school and did not wish to waste their time in labour
which could be done even by illiterate people. Besides they did not
want to forget all the knowledge they had gained in school. That
is why they prefer to starve on a beggarly 15 or 20 Bahts a month
in Bangkok rather than go back to help preduce the country’s wealth.

[t is quite wonderful to think of what these people are willing
to endure for the sake of obtaining and holding their clerkships.
On 15 Bahts a month, a clerk manages to dress in fine silk phanung,
white coats, and felt hats, while he must also have silk Chinese
trousers for ordinary wear when out of office hours; he also manages
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to go to cinematograph shows at least twice a week, enjoy himself in
cookshops, and on the top of all these pays rent for a room (or

perhaps he does not do this?) When he gets a rise to 20 Bahts a
month, he even gets married. (I must explain, in parenthesis, that
when I say *‘gets married”, 1 am only putting it euphemistically,
because these * marriages” are very often of the most temporary
and ephemeral character! But more of this later on in another place,
because it is one of the *Clogs” to be brought to your notice by
itself. )

Of course, I quite understand that a young man, who has
been customed to the gaiety of the City would find it extremely dull
at his paternal homestead somewhere in the Country. But to say that
he is remaining on in the City because he would thereby be able
to make himself more useful to his Fatherland is absolute nonsense.
Any man with a grain of common sense must surely understand that
for a country like Siam, the agriculturist and cultivator is much more
likely to contribute to her wealth than the clerk, who after all isas
much an instrument as the pen or the typewriter that he uses (or
misuses). As a producer his value is very low in comparisom to what
he consumes. And yet the clerk thinks himself superior to the farmer,
and the worst of it is that we others go on allowing him to think
it too!

When will our young men understand that it is quite as
honourable to be a farmer, a cultivator, or an artisan, as it is to be
a quilldriver? Why will they not learn to realise the dignity of labour
other than by the pen or the typewriter ?

The answer is again the same as before, namely that it is the
fault of all of us combined, and not of the young men themselves in
particular. So long as we show by various ways that we consider the
clerk a step higher in the social scale than the farmer, the cultivator,
or the merchant, so long will our youth continue to fix their ambi-
tions upon “clerkism’’. Not only this, but there are always many eager
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and willing to help find openings for embryo clerks, while there
are only comparatively few who are as willing to smooth the way
for embryo farmers, artisans and other equally useful workers. That
nearly every office is overstaffed with clerks will be quite apparent
to even casual observers. Obviously, such overcrowding cannot go
on indefinitely and every office is bound to clear out some of its
surplus clerks now and then, to make room for new candidates.
And what about those clerks who are thus cleared out? There
lies the tragedy. A fellow who has passed several years of his life
doing the futile work of a clerk is little fit for anything else. Had
he been of use he would have passed to some higher post instead
of being weeded out. What is such a man to do? He cannot turn

farmer for several reasons, chicf among which is his own false pride.

He thinks it beneath his dignity to find employment with a farmer,
whom he would probably think of as “a low common person”; he

could not very well become an owner of a farm himself, because
he would not have been able to put anything by out of his meagre
salaries after having paid for what he called necessaries during his

clerkship : but perhaps the principal reason against his turning farmer
really is that he cannot make up his mind to leave the city for some
dull corner in the * Back of Beyond ". So the superfluous clerk remains
in the City, makes futile attempts to get another clerkship, gets a
temporary one if lucky, but is soon out of job again. In the meantime.
he gets older, and employers prefer young clerks; so his chances get
less and less, and it is a mysterv how he manages to exist at all.
If he is an honest fellow by nature, he finally snuffs out in some
obscure corner, unloved, unmourned, unknown, unnoticed, a futile end
to a futile life! If, on the other hand, his desperate straits lead him
to adopt the paths of dishonesty, he may have a fairly exciting time
for a bit, and then the criminal court knows him, the prison houses
him for a while, and after that oblivion! A sad end in either case.

Would it not then be wiser to teach our youths to look for
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something of better promise than clerkships? Would it not be better
to teach them to appreciate the dignity of being active producers of
wealth for the country, such as farmers, cultivators, artisans, and
merchants? Do you really believe that our youths would serve our
country more usefully if they all became clerks? How shall we get
rice and other forms of wealth if we do not encourage producers?

You could really help a good deal with your opinion, because
no matter how superior a youth may consider himself, the opinion
of others is still of some moment to him. If public opinion would
only recognise at least the equality of the farmer, the cultivator, the
merchant, and the artisan to the clerk, instead of putting the clerk
on a false pedestal, it would be of some help.

Will you not help in that direction?

Asvabahu.



Clogs on Our Wheels

V. False Ideas

Having mentioned “ Clerkism” naturally leads me to speak
more generally of other false ideas which, though they may appear
trivial matters when .]poked at separately, nevertheless combine
to form clogs on our wheels; but since I do not wish to occupy too
much valuable space, I will try and include several of such false ideas
under this one chapter.

By far the most curious is undoubtedly the idea that you can
make a savage and a beast of yourself generally, if you can excuse
yourself by saying that you are following “European custom”! For
example, when a fellow wants to get drunk, he calls a few friends

i1}

together, and they then “toast’ each other until all fall under tables
and chairs and lie about on the floor or even the ground like slaugh-
tered beasts. Again when a fellow tells a downright lie, he pats himself
on the back and calls himself * pretty smart!” When he wants any-
thing that does not belong to him, he simply annexes it with the
excuse that he is acting as a *“ Free and Independent man, who is not
going to be bound by any effete custom of the natives”. When he
has any personal grudge against any man, he thinks himself deserving
of sympathy if he goes and shoots the man down, * because that is
what they do in America”. These may seem exaggerated instances,
but I quote them in order to show to what lengths some people have
gone owing to a false idea.

It is not necessary for me to trace for you how such a false
idea arose, as it has already been done by His Majesty the King in
the article which he contributed to the April number of *“Samudasar”.
Without a doubt, contact with low - classed Europeans have had most
unfortunate results upon the morality of our youth, who call themselves



20

educated. Tt is really the same as the *Fire—Water” method of
civilisation among the Red Indians, though it is lucky for us that
we have an enlightened Religion, which has undoubtedly been the
means of restraining a large proportion of our people from utter
degeneracy like the poor Red Indians, who do not possess the same
advantages.

Do you not feel that such a false idea of morality is really
something of a disgrace to the fair name of our nation? If you do, then
I hope you will consider it a duty towards your country and your nation
to put an end to it. Such false ideas can only survive when those
who hold them are tolerated. If we give them all plainly to under-
stand that we will not tolerate them, they could never go on.

There are lots of people who are not so bad as the extreme
examples whom I have quoted, but still they are also offenders.
There are many people, otherwise intelligent and capable, who think
it the right thing to entertain callers with whisky instead of tea,
because they believe that to be the usual custom among the best
European society. They have apparently never heard of that custom
called “Afternoon Tea”. 1 personally know of a worthy man, who
is almost physically unable to endure alcohol in any form, but who
nevertheless always entertains his callers with whisky. When
asked why he did it, he said that he did not wish to be called
stingy, as wherever he had been to call, he had almost invariably
been entertained with whisky., #What an ordeal for a man who
cannot enjoy alcohol ! And the man suffers it uncomplainingly, be-

cause he thinks it is the right thing to do to retain the respect of
his friends.

Things have come to a pretty pass indeed if ome cannot
retain the respect of one’s friends except with the aid of “John
Dewar”, or even inferior brands of whisky! Do you not think
here is something wrong in that ?
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Another false idea that is firmly fixed in the minds of &
certain class of people is that when one is a lawyer, one will enjoy
the protection of the Law even when one breaks it. I actually know
of a man, who took up the study of Law solely for the purpose of
knocking another man's head. He actually passed his examination,
and actually did try to commit the assault intended; needless to add,
he is now actually in prison! So long as there is such a false idea
about the “Majesty” of the Law, the dignity thereof is not much
enhanced thereby, is it # Therefore, I must, even at the risk of
repeating myself, ask you once more —Is this as it should be? If
your answer is in the negative, as I hope, then will you not lelp
1o explode another false idea? If you care for the dignity of the
Law, and want it as a real protection to your Life, Person, and
Property, you must help in setting a stern face towards those who
would dare to exploit the Law for their own personal ends.

Finally, there is that false idea of Freedom, which some peo-
ple explain as the licence to do and say everything that they perso-
nally desire, no matter how wrong or how offensive such a thing
may be. Such people usually make themselves as offensive as pos-
sible to others, and when they are more than drunk half the time,
they then become physically unendurable. Whenever contradicted,
the self -appointed upholder of Freedom usually becomes foul and
abusive, and most disgustingly personal in what he is pleased to
call his replies to “native ignorance”. That he himself is a vulgar
brute and an ignorant braggart, with the accomplishments of a
mere parrot for repeating scraps of wisdom which he himself does
not understand, does not enter his brain, too fuddled as it often is
by poisonous alcohol !

How much longer are we, who are the real FFree citizens of
a Free nation going to tolerate these filthy desecrators of the name
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of Freedom ? We need not stand them for a moment, if we all
make up our minds not to do so! We do not want the brand of
Freedom that such ignorant boors display. We have already got a
more dignified Freedom of our own which, let us hope, we shall
be able to keep intact for all time.

Asvabahu.



Clogs on Our Wheels

V1. False Dignity

As I could only manage to include within chapter V three
of the false ideas that I really wanted to bring to your notice, I

present you with one more of them here in this chapter, and shall
present another one in the next.

The subject to be treated here is False Dignity, the dignity
that makes a man ridiculous in the eyes of disinterested onlookers.
It is the special attribute of the present day product of so-called
civilisation the self -appointed “intelligent and educated man’, who
puts a fictitious value on himself and his own capabilities, far in
excess of the real value that he possesses in the eyes of other people.
This makes him consider himself not only equal to, but far superior
to, practically everybody else around him, and therefore makes him
assume that false dignity which only makes him still more undigni-
fied, if not altogether ridiculous, although his conceit is like a
bandage before his eyes and prevents him from seeing himself as
others see him! Such a conceited, self - sufficient person is also very
narrow - minded and petty, and, apart from making a clown of him-
self, may even do some measure of mischief in that he may some-
times be the means of putting obstacles in the way of schemes of
national importance, which he himself is too petty-minded to ap-
preciate. But this latter belongs to the serious aspect of pettiness, of
which I shall treat by itself in a separate chapter. I intend here
only to touch upon the more ridiculous side.

It would take up too much space to review at length the
various cricumstances which contributed to the building up of the
idea of false dignity Suffice it then to say, that it is the outcome
of individualism, fostered by the growth of civilisation, which
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teaches man to think himself the most important and wonderful
thing in creation. The doctrine of equality, which is but imper-
fectly understood by the people who talk the loudest about it and
mislead others about it, is undoubtedly responsible for the ridiculous
ideas prevailing on the subject of falsc dignity.  To limit our field
of examination, I will confine myself to what may be observed in
Siam only.

It is not so very long ago, when some of the vernacular jour-
nals began to preach what I should call the *Doctrine of Disrespect™.
Without going into any details, it would be sufficient to sum up
the most important points only which were :

(1) Every man is equal by birth to begin with, and the
unequality only appears later on through each individual's own capa-
bilities; therefore,

(2) To pay respects in any form, whether by saluting, bow-
ing, or speech, is to show servility incompatible with the dignity
of an intelligent man.

As a theory, it sounded all right, as most theories do; but
when it came to be carried into practice, it soon became apparent
that it was almost, if not entirely, all wrong. The fault, of course,
lay with the preachers, who were t0o narrow-minded to apply the
theory in a broad and elastic way. The doctrine, not being an
indigenous institution, failed to be understood by the self-constituted
preachers, who were the Siamese and ‘“semi-Siamese” journalists
already mentioned in a previous chapter. ~ When, in addition to
these journalists, these happened also to be a certain number of
Government officials who, with that mistaken zeal that characterises
the products of modern education, also teok it up, the doctrine ob-
tained a firmer footing than its merits warranted.

Thus. it was not long before it became quite recognised, that
to show une's self a man of education and intelligence, one had to
be a regular boor, with no respect or reverence for either age or
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superiority. Worse than that, any man going to call at another's
house, even out of pure personal friendship, was at once dubbed a
“Sycophant™. As for paying respects to anybody, the thing became
so utterly out of fashion that cven saluting one’s own parents became
an act of sycophancy. At the time when the doctrine may be said
to be at its height, people were so afraid of being dubbed sycophants,
that everybody almost avoided everybody else, and the disorganisa-
tion in the social life of Bangkok especially became so marked,
that it would almost have been preferable to get away and live in the
middle of the Sahara Desert, where one would at least have been
free from the terribly searching eyes of the High Priests of Anti-
Sycophancy ! The thing of course became unendurable, and several
worms began to turn. Then by a stroke of good fortune, something
happened. 1 will not go into details about it, because I do not want
to hurt anybody’s feelings; but it will be sufficient to say that the
thing which happened also broke up the tension, and Anti-
Sycophancy, as a militant doctrine began to decline forthwith.

It is really ridiculous what a fuss some people will make
about the mere act of showing respect. Many members of the Wild
Tiger Corps would probably still remember the question of saluting
that agitated us at the beginning of the Corps’ foundation. One or
two “big seniors” grew quite huffy, because they not only got no
salutes from their juniors, but even had to salute those very juniors
themselves on parade. That the juniors happened to be superior
officers, while they themselves happened to be privates in the Corps,
was apparently a fact that was deemed unworthy of serious consi-
deration !

The reader may, however, take comfort from the fact that
our country does not hold the monopoly in false dignity. In Eng-
land. according to the papers that arrived by a recent mail, a vigo-
rous correspondence was being carried on in the Evening Standard
under the heading of ** The Etiquette of Saluting”™. One writer
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calls it “the sign of the servility of the man for the officer, which
may formerly have been necessary, but which, with the growth of
intelligence, has long since ceased to be necessary, or even desirable”.
The same writer also goes on to say, that “it grates on one’s nerves
to salute men whom in private life one would never dream of asking
within one’s house”.

To these observations of a typically petty-minded person,
Mr. Keble Howard in his *“ Motley Notes” in the Sketch adminis-
ters such on admirable rebuke, that I cannot resist quoting his
words. for the benefit of our own “intelligents”, as follows :

“This gentleman, of course, entirely mistakes the whole
meaning of the matter. The salute is most certainly not a sign of

servility of the man for the officer, nor does it matter twopence
what your personal opinion may be of the man you salute. The

salute honours the man who gives it more than it honours the man
who receives it. The man of right feeling is conscious of a thrill
of pride when he salutes his superior officer. Everybody, or almost
everybody, who has even given a salute knows that.  And why is
it ? Because the salute means : “I do this in token of my allegiance
to the King and the King’s Forces. I am one of the men upon
whom you may rely in battle, and [ show you by this token that
you may rely on me to the full”. That is what the salute means.
Away with the bourgeois thought that there is anything personal
or servile in it ! For heaven's sake, let us grasp the chance this
war has given us of bzing, if only for a period, great-minded ”.

The above words, though addressed to Englishmen, might
almost have been written for us Siamese. [ hope you, my readers,
will help me to make them reach the right people, those who make
themselves so ridiculous by standing upon false dignity.

No man is so great but that he has someone or something
even greater than he, to whom, if he be of right feeling, he will
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give respect. Even Our Lord Buddha, who to us is the very highest
of all Human Beings, regularly paid proper respects to the Divine
Law that He Himself taught Mankind. Our King, who is legally
the absolute Sovereign Lord of all of us, than whom no man is
higher in Siam, not only pays due respects to his religious precep-
tors, but also to all who wear the Yellow Robe of the Holy Brother;
he salutes all his elder relatives in the usual manner by “wai-ing’’;
he salutes regimental colours and naval ensigns, while everyone who
salutes him as he passes in the streets gets a salute in return. Does
anyone suggest that His Majesty loses even the tiniest bit of his
dignity by thus giving such salutes ? On the contrary, every time the
King salutes anyone, it but enhances the king's own dignity, since
he is demonstrating one of the kingly virtues so admired by ancient
sages, namely the virtue of humility. And no matter where you go
to, you will find humility to be a virtue that is admired by every
man and woman of right feeling, and one that cannot but help to
endear the person who practises it to everyone with whom he may
come into contact. It is only the man with a shallow mind and a
shallow knowledge of right and wrong, an imperfectly educated
person full of conceit and pride unjustified by any real capability,
that requires to bolster up his many shortcomings with a false
dignity that merely covers him like an ill- made cloak, which only
makes the wearer absurd and ridiculous.

It is unfortunate, that the pompous fool, who is the most
careful about his personal dignity, is always the last person to appre-
ciate what a ridiculous clown he makes of himself. = That is why
it would be really a kindness for no others to help him to realise
the true dignity of humility.

Asvabahu,



Clogs on Our Wheels

VI1I. False Poverty

Here is another false idea, which | consider somewhat more
serious than the one already mentioned in the last chapter, because
at a first glance it appears to be a true one.

False Poverty, the false idea here referred to, is really the
outcome of that narrow outlook on things in general. which in its
turn is the ourcome of selfishness resulting from civilisation, which
is itself the result of peace. It is always the same everywhere.
Where there has been a long period of peace, people have had time
to think of the pursuit of pleasure and for the gratification of self,
so that they have grown selfish; their outlook on life and things in
general have become narrower and narrower, until nothing to them
become so important as their own selves. In a way, I agree with
some of the German writers who say that War is actually a blessing
in disguise, because War compels one to think of something bigger
and greater than one’s own self. War certainly rouses people from
that dream of self interest, from which it is extremely difficult to
wake, except with the thunder of guns or the points of bayonets !

The chief result of peace is security, and with security comes
the leisure to seek for personal pleasure and enjovment. And every
kind of pleasure has to be paid for. From this has grown the false
idea of poverty that is present amongst a great number of us modern
Siamese, principally in Bangkok. Not only in conversation, but in
several newspaper paragraphs, one hears loud laments about the
extreme poverty of the Siamese. Such complaints are usually accom-
panied by comparisons with other nations, including the enumeration

]

of the various “civilised institutions” we still lack, the various things

we are still unable to accomphish: sometimes we are favoured with
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suggestions as to how things might be improved, though more often
our grumblers only content themselves with merely grumbling without
offering any suggestion; but the conclusion is invariably the same,
namely that “the Government ought to do something !”’

Are the Siamese as a whole really poor ?

I have elsewhere expressed it as my own individual opinion
that they are not, and nothing has occurred since to make me alter
my opinion. It appears to me very easy to prove this contention, as
several things tend to prove it. Let me bring only two of them to
your notice :

(1) In our country. no one has ever been known to die of
starvation.

(2) The trains from the provinces still bring in loads of
passengers, who have come to Bangkok to put their money into the
pockets of the Huey and Gambling Farmers. It is obvious that if
people are starving, they would scarcely be able to continue doing so.

If these proofs still leave you unconvinced, I beg you to take
a walk along the streets and find me even one single person, who is
wearing tattered clothes out of necessity ! Do not bring me a profes-
sional beggar, because his tattered clothes are only a sort of costume,
which he adopts for business purposes. I know of a beggar who has
got a good sized room, for which he pays rent regularly, and whose
daughter actually wears jewelleryv! You would find things very
different in London, Paris, or New York, where you do see a lot of
real poverty not five minutes walk from the most aristocratic quarters.
I hope you will take my word for it, because I have been to those
three cities, and I know what T am talking about. Just a short walk
through one of the slums of such a city would convince you, that
our so-called poor people in Bangkok are quite rich in comparison
to the people you see there. If you do not believe me, ask any
respectable European or American, and he will confirm my statements.
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As for our people in the provinces, I still maintain that they
are not poor. To be really poor, one must absolutely lack even the
necessities of life. Our provincial people do not lack necessities; they
have got decent roofs over their heads, and ground to till and
cultivate; they have ample provisions all the year round, have their
pigs and fowls, and a great many possess cattle and waggons. It is
true that they have not got much money as a rule, but money is not
a necessity where people grow everything they want for food, where
the materials for building and repairing houses are ready to hand
provided by kind nature, and where the few things that do not grow
wild or are not grown at home could be had by barter. What
money the people earn they only use for two purposes, namely for
paying taxes and for gambling! Compared with that of other nations,
the lot of our peasants would still be most favourable.

The man who laments loudest about poverty is what might
be called **Le Pauvre Imaginaire” ! He is poor solely because he is
so extravagant; he is paying for more fine clothes than he really
needs; he has several houses, when one would have been enough, had
he not so many “‘secret wives”; he is forever gambling away the
money, which ought to be lying in the bank to his credit and raising
interest for him; he uses his money in a variety of ways totally
unnecessary, and gets nothing for it in return beyond a few moments
of fleeting pleasure. His earning capacity is not equal to his spending
one. Is it really a wonder that he always finds himself short of
funds ? Such a man is poor, I admit, but who is to blame but
himself ?

It is not human nature to blame one’s self, so the “poor
man” puts the blame on the Government, which he knows hardly
talks back.

The worst of it is that, if such a man happens to be a good
talker, and the “poverty” which he often comes to regard as a
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personal grievance generally makes such a man fairly cloquent—he
sometimes carries away unwary listeners.

Even at the risk of giving such a person serious offence, I
am inclined to say to you *“Don’t get carried away! The fellow
would still think himself poor with an income of a million a year !

Asvabahu.




Clogs on Our Wheels

VIII. Temporary Marriages

I gave notice in a previous chapter, that the question of
Temporary Marriages would receive separate treatment, and here it is.

[ suppose in every country or clime, there must be men and
women who contract what might euphemistically be called “Natural
Marriages”, which means that a man and a woman agree to live
together for an indefinite period, which is only terminated by
mutual consent. It certainly is the most natural form of marriage,
since it is obviously based upon mutual inclination, and is the usual
form practised by dogs and all kinds of animals. Theoretically, it
has several points in its favour, the principal ones being mutual
consent in contracting as well as in dissolving the tics, and its
simplicity. But in pracitce, is it really as simple as all that? Like
many other things, it is not as simple as it looks. Let us see why.

Firstly. as to mutual consent in contracting. Originally, 1
have no doubt, it was so; but is it so now ? The answer is that it
is not always so, because the majority of girls are sold by their
parents, who pocket the money, and hand over the daughters to the
purchasers without ever having asked the girls for their opinions.
It does not matter what a girl’s opinion is, because she is bound to
love her man after having lived with him. That is the excuse given
by the parents, if they ever trouble to give one at all. And the
girl ? Sometimes she does come to love her husband; but if she does
not, as is sometimes the case, then her life is hell.  But she does
not complain nor would it have been any good if she did, because
she is as fast bound to the man as though she had gone through the
most elaborate of rituals !



33

Secondly, as to mutual consent in divorce. Again the man
has it practically all his own way. When he gets tired of the woman,
he can pack her off, with or without bag and baggage, without
troubling to ask for her opinion at all.  If he is particularly kind,
he does not kick her out of the house. He simply takes unto himself
a new spouse, gives her the discarded one room, jewellerv, clothes,
etc.; and if the discarded one has any sense of her dignity at all, she
packs up her belongings and leaves the house herself, when the
magnanimous husband will, if he has time to remember it, send
along after her a strange document, in which it is set forth that he
willingly releases her.

Thirdly, as to the simplicity of this “natural” form of marriage.
I really do not know for whom it may be called simple! It seems
far from simple to know who and who are husband and wife, because
there are no announcements or notifications, no other evidence other
than that of eyewitnesses which, I need hardly add, would be
naturally most difficult to obtain ! There are scores and scores of
cases of dispute with regard to the property of deceased persons,
which have occupied far more of the courts’ time than the importance
of the cases warrant, solely because of the practical impossibility of
proving whether some of the claimants really were the wives of
the deceased or not. Natural marriages are, therefore, certainly not
simple from the point of view of His Majesty’s Judges, and its very
complication proves a veritable godsend to advocates !

Nor is it particularly simple in daily life. Suppose one were
to meet and make one’s self pleasant to a young woman whom one
used to know of as a single woman, how is one to know that she
has not become the wife of some jealous man. who might resent
one’s attentions to her with a Browning pistol ? Again, one may
sometimes meet a friend, after having been away for a few weeks,
and so ask after Meh Mali (his wife), only to be met with an
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emphasised reply that Meh Saiyud was quite well! How is one to
know that during the short period of one’s absence, one’s friend has
effected so important a change in his household as that ?

There is also something else to make matters still more
complicated, namely the habit some men have of referring to all the
women, with whom they have had relations even of the most
temporary character, as their “wives”. To me at least it is most
embarrassing, whenever 1 hear a fellow refer to his wife, to have to
ask whether he meant his “wedded wife” (Mia Taeng), his “little
wife” (Mia Noy), or his “secret wife” (Mia Lab). It is more
embarrassing still when he replies that he was only referring to so
-and-so, naming some notorious demimondaine or, in some cases,
even an ordinary “lady of the green light’ !

If we had never had any form of wedding at all, I should
not so much resent this “ Natural Marriage”” with all its confusing

and, to my mind, shameful and immoral complications. The excuse

I have heard people give for not being wedded in the old Siamese
style is that it is too expensive. But it need not be so at all, because

all that is necessary is to invite one or two elderly relatives or friends,
respected by both the bride and groom, and let such persons pour
lustral water over the couple, and the thing is done. Royal weddings
are even simpler than that, for all the bride and groom have to do
is to present themselves before His Majesty the King, with the
customary offerings of candles, incense, and fresh flowers, when the
King pours lustral water on the couple and the couple are legally
married. Where is the expense in such simple forms ot wedding ?

Also, the Army and the Ministry of the Royal Household
now actually have regulations for the registration of marriages, and
I feel sure that if a fairly general desire were expressed for some
form of civil marriage for general use, the government would without
delay introduce a measure which, I hear, is already in contemplation
about civil marriages before registrars.
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Secondly, as to mutual consent in divorce. Again the man
has it practically all his own way. When he gets tired of the woman,
he can pack her off, with or without bag and baggage, without
troubling to ask for her opinion at all.  If he is particularly kind,
he does not kick her out of the house. He simply takes unto himself
a new spouse, gives her the discarded one room, jewellery, clothes,
etc; and if the discarded one has any sense of her dignity at all, she
packs up her belongings and leaves the house herself, when the
magnanimous husband will, if he has time to remember it, send
along after her a strange document, in which it is set forth that he
willingly releases her.

Thirdly, as to the simplicity of this “‘natural” form of marriage.
I really do not know for whom it may be called simple! It seems
far from simple to know who and who are husband and wife, because
th&re are no announcements or notifimtions, no other evidencf: Other
than that of eyewitnesses which, I need hardly add, would be
naturally most difficult to obtain ! There are scores and scores of
cases of dispute with regard to the property of deceased persons,
which have occupied far more of the courts’ time than the importance
of the cases warrant, solely because of the practical impossibility of
proving whether some of the claimants really were the wives of
the deceased or not. Natural marriages are, therefore, certainly not
simple from the point of view of His Majesty’s Judges, and its very
complication proves a veritable godsend to advocates !

Nor is it particularly simple in daily life. Suppose one were
to meet and make one's self pleasant to a young woman whom one
used to know of as a single woman, how is one to know that she
has not become the wife of some jealous man, who might resent
one’s attentions to her with a Browning pistol ? Again, one may
sometimes meet a friend, after having been away for a few weeks,
and so ask after Meh Mali (his wife), only to be met with an
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Why have some people got such rooted objection to making
patent the fact of their marriage ? For want of any better explana-
tion, I must conclude that it must be because such people desire to
leave the door open, so to speak; that is to say, they consider their
marriage as a sort of temporary arrangement, which could be termi-
nated without too much fuss being made. Such an arrangement is
really more convenient for men than women, for a very natural
reason. For men, it does not matter how often they have been
married before, but they can always find another woman to marry
them; but a woman once married does not find it so easy to get
another husband, and if she has had children, that makes it still
more difficult for her.

Temporary marriages may be convenient for men and women,

but what about the children ? Why do people never think of the
harm done to the poor innocents, who suffer for the sins of their

parents ? Think of the shame of the child who is unable to explain
why his father and mother, though both alive, are no longer husband
and wife. Such things do happen everywhere, of course; but when
it becomes practically an ordinary occurrence as it seems to have
become with us, especially in Bangkok, it cannot tend towards
improving the nation’s morality. To encourage these so-called
“Natural Marriages’ is to encourage promiscuity which, in my opinion,
is infinitely worse than the polygamy that every would -be modern
Siamese deplores in public and practices in private ! In fact, I will
venture to go even further and assert, that it is really for the very
convenience it affords for the secret practice of polygamy that the
“Natural Marriage’' humbug finds so many supporters among the modern
Siamese, who are high up in the social scale too !

I should like to address myself to those of you who are
intelligent and sensible, and whose opinions might be expected to
have some weight. Do you think it right that Siam, which is one
of the civilised states in the Family of Nations, should be content
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with such an elastic foundation of Family Life as the * Natural
Marriage” undoubtedly is ? What would be the good of our newly
acquired Family Names, if we do not put our family affairs on a
better and firmer basis than the very shaky one of temporary
marriage ? Where there is no permanency, there could obviously be
no security either in property or honour. That the temporary
character of such “Natural Marriages” is subversive to morality is
only too apparent to many observers, since it encourages many vices,
such as promiscuity and adultery; and it also opens the door for
courtesans to enter into the society of respectable ladies as well as
providing such harpies with easy chances for exercising their charms
to the ruination of many a promising young man.

Will you not think of your sons and daughters, who will
have to carry on the glories and traditions of the Thai race ? Will
you not all help to stop them from committing race suicide ? Will
you not help to abolish the immoral practice that goes on in our
midst, openly and unashamed ?

Have pity on our women and girls! llelp them to obtain
some justice and equality. Help them to become honoured as the
future mothers of our nation. Help them to become proud of the
name of Wife, by restoring the word to its strictly rightful use. It
will be something to be proud of when you have done it!

Asvabahu,




Clogs on Our Wheels

IX. Parental Irresponsibility

One of the direct evil results of the Temporary Marriages
treated in the last chapter is parental irresponsibility, which is really
quite a natural outcome of such an imperfect institution.

When a man and a woman enter into so irresponsible a
form of relationship as a **Natural Marriage”, it is obvious that the
thought of parentage and the responsibities it incurs has never
entered into serious consideration with them. Their sole object is
obviously nothing but sexual enjoyment, which is an animal instinct
pure and simple, without any of those finer motives and ideals which
one is accustomed to associate with civilised human beings. That
the children born as the results of such sexual intercourses are loved
and cherished by their parents is again a matter of animal instinct,
and therefore bears, in its course, a striking resemblance to the usual
habits of the lower animals. The male is very much less interested
and concerned about the young than the female, who continue to
nurse, cherish, and protect them until they are old enough to fend
for themselves, when they go from the parental lair or nest. As for
the male, if he belongz; to the bird species, his responsibilities are
sometimes not ended before those of the female; but if a mamal. he
has practically nothing to do at all for his young, and in many cases
scarcely even knows when they are born. If he happens to belong
to such species as are polygamous, his first and last interview with
his son is probably when he chases the youngster from the herd
when he becomes old enough to be of interest to the females !

Practically the same thing happens in such families founded
on the *‘Natural Marriage" basis. The parents have agreed to enter
into suxual intercourse with one another for their own personal
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pleasure, so that when a child is born to them they both love it for
a time; for who could help loving the little pink bundle of life that
is so helpless and yet so fascinating ? But the man soon gets tired of
the baby’s ceaseless “‘goo—goo”, tired of being awakened at night
by its howls, tired of always having it in the way when he wants
to fondle and kiss his wife! If he can succeed in finding a wet
nurse for it, and can induce his wife to give it up to the nurse,
then he will be happy — and forget the baby. But if he cannot, for
some reason, get a nurse, or cannot induce his wife to forego the
privilege of nursing her own baby, then he goes and find a new
wife, and either brings her to his home or, as is more usual, he goes
and lives in another home altogether, which would generally be at
the house of his new father-in-law, unless he happens to be fairly
well to do, in which case he will hire a new house or a room,
according to his means. The possessing of several establishments,
though expensive, is extensively practised by the most up-to-date
modern young men of Bangkok, who claim that they are following
European fashion in doing so ! And when that excuse is put forward,
it covers a multitude of sins, in the eyes of modern Bangkokians.

As for the woman, if her motherly instincts are strong

within her, (and thank goodness there are many such), she will make
the best of a bad job and continue to cherish and care for her child,
even without the help of the man who, by all the laws of humanity,
should be helping her to rear their offspring. Lucky indeed is the
child who possesses such a mother, for he has the chance to grow
up in an atmosphere of motherly love, which tends to make him a
moral and an upright man, a tender son who will later on make a
tender husband. and one who will not be likely to forget the duty
he owes to the woman who gives her life into his keeping. But,
if on the contrary, the woman chooses to let her animal instinets get
the better of her, she will neglect the duties of motherhood in order
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to regain her husband’s love from * the other wife”. The child of
such a woman is indeed doomed from the beginning. Without the
restraining influence of parental love, he will run wild, and unless
his parents learn wisdom in time and send him to live with some
relation who will undertake to look after him, or send him to some
school where some wholesome discipline will be administered to him,
the child cannot help growing up into a self - willed, selfish youth,
with imperfect ideas of morality and proper conduct, and if he
chooses to associate with vicious companions, must soon find himself
in a reformatory or prison, or if he is lucky enough to escape such
places, will be no ornament to the community in which he lives, and
even his parents will disown him !

Without doubt, parental irresponsibility accounts for the
present rather unsatisfactory state of morality which prevails, espe-
cially in Bangkok and the other large provincial towns. If parents
took their responsibities more seriously, it would be better for the
future of our race.

But so long as we tolerate so - called *“Natural Marriages”, with
all its accompanying evils, we could hardly hope for an improvement
in parental responsibility. The obvious thing to be done is therefore
to strike at the root of the evil. We must first make men and women
realise the responsibility of marriage itself. We must make them
regard it as one of the most important steps in life, and one not to be
lightly taken without due consideration as to future results. Then
shall we be able to make people realise, that the duty of parenthood
does not end with the mere production of an offspring, but on the
contrary practically only ends with death! We must instil into the
minds of the rising generation the important fact, that those who have
children must consider it their duty to bring up their childern so as
to become useful members of the community and good, loyal citivens
of Siam. Their boys must be able to serve their King and Country in
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every manner befitting good Thai, whilst their girls must become
ornaments to their country by becoming honourable wives and respon-
sible mothers of future generations. Those who neglect their children
should be regarded as having failed in their duty as good citizens,
and those whose children have turned out bad characters should be
made to feel the disgrace of it !

Please do not put the blame on the schools. Remember that
most government schools are only day schools, and that the children
spend more time at home than they do at school. One must not allow
parents to evade their proper responsibilities by putting the blame
on the schools, which after all only undertake to provide knowledge:
the responsibility for moral upbringing still rests with parents.

I beg you all to think earnestly of this problem of parental
irresponsibility. Of course no deep-rooted evil can be eradicated all
at once, but one must make a start some time.

You can all help!

Those of you who are already parents could teach your own
children, by precepts and force of example, to understand and appre-
ciate the responsibilities of parenthood. Do not let them get married
before they are old enough to realise such responsibilities; and set a

stern face against “ natural” and secret marriages.

For everyone, set the seal of your disapproval upon the
immoral practices, which are growing to greater and greater magnitude
among the modern youth of Bangkok. Discourage all looseness of
morals; let our young men understand the immorality of secret
establishments and secret wives; and encourage marriages openly and
honourably contracted, whether in the form of the old Siamese
weddings or of civil marriages before registrars. Let marriage become
an honourable state, not a thing to be kept secret!

Asvabahu,



Clogs on Our Wheels

X. The Traffic in Young Women

As a result of that most pernicious institution, the * Natural
Marriage”, as well as of parental irresponsibility, a most disgraceful
traftic is giong on, the traffic in young women which, so I have
been informed, the law is practically powerless to stop.

We Siamese always feel proud to think of the time, when
His late Majesty decreed the abolition of slavery, though that
which was so abolished was nothing like what is used to be in
America, because the so-called slaves were only debtors, who
remained in their creditors’ service only for so long as they were in
debt. As soon as they had paid the amount of debt owing, the debtors
at once became free to leave the creditors’ service. But still, even so
mild a form of slavery was rightly considered a thing unfit to be
tolerated in a community of free people, and its abolitions was hailed,
not only in Siam, but everywhere else, as one of the most glorious
acts in a glorious reign.

Yet but comparatively few of us give even a passing thought
to an evil that would be crying aloud if it had a voice to cry. But
it has not got a voice, because various circumstances combine to put
an effective gag on the unfortunate victims.

Perhaps I might be considered a sort of crank for taking upon
myself the task of dragging this foul thing out into the light, but
since evil things must first be examined before they get destroyed,
I have taken upon myself the risk of giving offence in many quarters,
for various reasons which I do not care to specify. But 1 have had
the subject at heart for a long time, as is well - known to my intimate
friends, many of whom have actually laughed at me, though to me
it seems a very serious matter. [ will lay it before you in the fewest
possible words,
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Let us suppose that you want a new *‘wife”’. How would
you set about getting one? If you have been through the business
before, then I have nothing to teach you. but please go on reading
all the same, because even you might find food for reflection. The
first thing to be done is to make up your mind what you are going
to make of her, a “Mia Luang”, a ““Mia Noy”. or a “Mia Lab”".
If you mean to make her a “Mia Luang’’, then you go through all
the various formalities, which have been established by custom and
are well enough known to need any further elaboration here. By
many of our modern young men of the upper classes, the * Taeng
Ngan" is voted a very dull affair, and very expensive one into the
bargain if it is done at all in style. But as no ‘“Mia Luang” would
consent to get married in any other fashion, the “Taeng Nghn”' has
to be gone through.

This doubtless explains the preference that our young men
have for ““Mia Lab”. In the very nature of things, any kind of fuss
is naturally out of the question. The acquisition of “Mia Noy ", being
in the nature of a mere “increase in establishment” is also an affair
to be undertaken quietly and, in many cases, also secretly.

I believe I am correct in saying that the “Mia Noy”’ is a sort of
ancient institution, which has lost favour with our modern young
Siamese, because it forms part of that polygamous system which our
youths, with all his modern and * European " education, is demanding
to have abolished. They have instead started the fashion of having
“Mia Lab” which, they say, is the correct thing for modern and
civilised people, who are monogamous * like the Europeans™!

The ““Mia Noy" is, I believe, less expensive because her
acquisition does not cost much to begin with, as she is usually already
an inmate of the home of her future lord and husband. After having
become his wife she still continues to board and lodge in the same
home as the *“Mia Luang”, who finds her useful as a sort of general
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servant, and the “Mia Noy” is not any the worse off than before,
but may even be better off if she has children.

The “Mia Lab”, on the other hand, runs a man into all
kinds of expenses. First, you have to hire some old hag to act as a
sort of “agent,” whose usual method is to approach the girl of your
choice, get around her with that oily tongue that these professional
““Meh Sii”” know so well how to use, and if the girl is willing, the
women makes an assignation on your behalf. If the girl has been
thereby compromised, as she only too often is, then everything will
be easy after that. All you have to do is to go and see your girl's
parents, offer them say four hundred Bahts, or even less if
they happen to be poor; and the argument that the daughter was
already your “ wife” also has the effect of reducing her price,
because her parents would rather accept what you choose to give
them than lose the girl for nothing! If, on the other hand, the girl
has been too sensible to compromise, you would then have to go
straight to her parents and bargain with them as best you can. You
will find widowed parents the easiest to deal with, because they are
generally most anxious to dispose of their daughters. Some widowed
mothers even employ the “Meh Sii” to approach eligble young men
on their daughters’ behalf. In any ease, it is merely a question of
money, and if you pay enough, most parents will be found more
than willing to sell their daughters, and will even beat them into
consenting to become married should the girls be unwilling.

Having found the girl you want, the next thing is to find a
house or a room to lodge her, and you take her to the lodging
directly you have satisfactorily concluded your bargain with her
parents. And that is all the wedding ceremony that the poor girl
will ever have,

The life of a “Secret Wife” is happy enough while she still
retains the love of her fickle lord. She gets plenty of money and
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jewellery, and rides in a fine automobile or carriage. according to her
husband’s means. Then, when his fickle affection becomes fixed on
some other fair charmer, one of the three things will happen. If the

man is rich, he will still let her have the apartment, make her a
small allowance, and let her live alonc or, if she prefers it she may

return to her parents, while her husband will still make her an
allowance; if he is not rich, he packs her off to her parents, and
makes her an allowance, if he can afford it and can remember it;
or, if he is a particularly callous brute, he will simply find an
excuse to “‘divorce” her privately without troubling any court at all,
and kick her out into the street.

The unfortunate girl has absolutely no remedy against such
callous brutality, because everything that was done was quite within
the letter of the Law ! The girl cannot even sue the man for seduc-
tion, because her parents’ consent made the marriage legal, and also
because she had contentedly lived as his wife for a certain peried.
Her divorce, such as it was, was also legal. The poor wretch has
simply been the victim of circumstances, and man-made law does
not afford her any opening for redress, at least none that a modest
young woman would care to take, involving as it does the exposure
of the most intimate details in a public tribunal.

Some such victims of man’s depravity have perforce to turn
to a life of degradation that kills them body and soul. They pass
from the hands of one brute to another, only to fall lower every time,
until they end in a “green light” establishment. The greatest shame
is when a pure young girl, the daughter of respectable but ignorant
parents, is lured from her home somewhere in the provinces to
Bangkok, with promises of a fine permanent position as the wife of
some young “‘Khun Nang”, and only finds out too late that she has
been lured into something worse than slavery !

The vile and villainous traffic goes on daily under our very
eyes, and nobody seems to see anything shameful and degrading in
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it. The traffic can flourish because some of us think it is none of
our business while, worse still, too many of our people in high
positions actually are the patrons who make such traffic profitable !

The vilest people are the hags, who do regular business as
“Meh Sii”. 1 know of one, who has established a regular agency,
and is very proud of showing the photographs of her many patrons,
among whom one may recognise some fairly well-known faces.
These wonen insinuate themselves into respectable households in
various guises, under all kinds of pretexts. I have always personally
declared that I would take the law into my own hands and give
every harpy found within my compound a whipping, quite willing
to take the consequences, and I have never been troubled with their
presence. If every respectable householder would make a similar
declaration, there would be some visible result, though perhaps not
very great, since the hags would only transfer the whole of their
attentions to the occupiers of ‘“Hong Thaeo’”, where the majority of
victims are already found as a rule.

The only other way, but a difficult one too, is to educate
the parents into considering it a shame and a disgrace to sell their
daughters; but so long as human cupidity remains what it is, and so
long as it continues to be the fashion to have *Secret Wives”, for
whom young men are willing to pay, it seems a hopeless task.

Is there to be no remedy ? Is mine to be the lone voice
crying in the wilderness ?

Asvabahu.




Clogs on Our Wheels

XI. Pettiness

Another most dreadful clog is pettiness, which is the direct
outcome of individualism, which again is the result of peace and
civilisation. In war time as a rule, everyone is far too much occupied,
both in mind and body, to think over much of himself, and indeed
he would not be allowed to do so even if he wanted to. Thus, in
every country, whenever there has been a prolonged period of peace,
and individualism has had time to grow upon people, they have
almost inevitably grown selfish, narrow-minded and petty.

It has also been thus with our country. Before we becamse so
dreadfully “civilised”, I really believe life was much pleasanter all
round for we were not then so apt to put ourselves on pedestals,
and were consequently much less petty. It was when civilisation
came to us from Europe, and taught us to appreciate the many
benefits it conferred in the way of providing for personal comforts,
that we began to feel how dreadfully neglectful we had been of our
own individual interests. Nor were we slow in improving things
and bringing them up-to-date, and it was not long before each of
us occupied a little pedestal of our own making. We had attained
civilisation —and had become petty in consequence !

The petty-minded man is really a very ridiculous fellow,
but he could also be rather dangerous, because he is so full of spite.
Anything that is initiated, unless he himself has a hand in it and is
one of the principal actors in it, at once meets with the selfish man’s
disapproval, and he will stop at no trick however dirty in order to
put a spoke in somebody else’s wheels. It does not matter in the
least whether it is a scheme of national importance or| not, but if
he is not to have the glory and a big personal share of its results,
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our selfish man will be found dead against it. Not that he would
oppose it openly, for that would mean a slight loss of his personal
dignity should he be worsted in arguement. Such a man prefers to
work in the dark, or to use an up-to-date war simile, he prefers
sapping to bayonet work or artillery duel.

What scheme recently initiated has not had such “Sapping”
directed against it ! The Wild Tiger Movement had a large share of
it, as we all know; but let that rest, since it is now an old story, I
hope. The Navy Lcague scheme was luckier in that it was started at
the right moment, when the perils of war had been so vividly
brought home to most people of intelligence, though it did not
altogether escape the ubiquitous “Sappers”. There are scores of other
instances which could be enumerated, but why multiply such ins-
tances. They do not make pleasant reading, do they ?

Now I ask you, was there any pettiness about it when our
ancestors of two thousand years ago took the momentous decision to
break from the oppression of the Chinese Emperors, and thus created
the Thai Nation ? Was there any pettiness when Prince Ruang of
Lavo decided to cease sending the water tribute to our Khom overlords ?
Was there any pettiness when King Rama of Uthong decided to
cstablish his capital at Ayudhya and found a Thai Empire in the
face of our hereditary foes the Khoms; or when our national hero,
King Naresvara the Great, freed our nation from the Suzerainty of
Burma and defeated the Burmese Grand Army under its Prince
Royal; or agein when King Buddha Yod FA founded the present
capital of Siam ? The answer in cach case, as I nced not tell you,
is decidedly in the negative.

On the other hand, if you will but glance through the pages
of our history, you will find that before any disaster overtook our
nation, it was invariably preceded by an era of pettiness and intrigues,
of plots and counter plots, the outcome of selfish desires for personal
advantage and aggrandisement.
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Nor is that the case with our nation only. It is the same
everywhere no matter whether in Europe or Asia. =~ Whenever any
nation has had a long era of peace, its people usually seek for
personal comfort and advantage, and each man becomes more and
more selfish, with its inevitable accompaniment of pettiness, so that
but few are able to think big, though all are able to talk very big.
When everything has narrowed down to the one aim, the gratifica-
tion of Self, then is it time for a more virile and more united nation
to step in and extinguish the nation of self-opinionated fools, who
are unable to see or think of anything beyond their own foolish
selves !

You do not want our Nation to drift that way, I hope.
There is still time to pull ourselves up, for we are not too far gone
as yet. But we must all take up paddles and do our best to paddle
our drifting boat up stream, and we must hurry up about it too!

You must start today, please, as tomorrow may find us too
near the edge of the cataract for us to do any good with our paddling.

And how are you to do that ?

It is quite simple. When anything new is proposed, whether
by the Government or by any individual association with patriotic
aims, such for example as the Wild Tiger Corps or the Navy League,
examine it in a broadminded way. Do not think of what it will do
for you, but rather what it will do for your Nation; and try and
believe that if it is going to do good to your Nation, if it bound
to do good to you too, because what are you but a part of the
Nation ? If it sinks you sink too, unless you are a coward who
would desert your Nation, like a cowardly sailor who would desert
his ship, and I hope you are anything but that !

If you could manage to train yourself to always think like
that, you will find that pettiness drops from you like a bandege
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from your eyes, when you will perceive noble visions such as you
have never before been able to see. With such an alluring promise
before you, would it not be worth your while to tree yourself from
the bandage of pettiness ? Do have a try, if you have not already
done so !

Asvabahu.



Clogs on Our Wheels

XII. Imperfect Stability

I have purposely left this subject to the very last, because I
feel it a most difficult matter to deal with without giving serious
offence. I shall try and deal with it to the very best of my poor
ability, but if I should in any way give the slightest cause for
offence, I must beg you to pardon me, because I mean well.

Of course I know that everyone who has the welfare of
Siam at heart is doing what he considers to be his best, in order
to be of as mush service to his King and Country as possible, but
the results are not always up to expectation.

In many of the King's speeches, you will find that he has
expressed a desire to see his servants prove themselves men of the
most exemplary conduct, both in official and private life. In other
words, what His Majesty desires is real stability, which shall not
be outward veneer only, but actually one that is solid all through.
What the King desires to see in his officials would be pleasing to
him if he could only see it in all his subjects, no matter what
their position or occupation might be.

Where a man's conduct in his official or business life is
absolutely of the very best, but whose personal conduct in private
life leaves much to be desired, that is what I call imperfect stability.
Such a man, to judge from what one sees of him in his official or
business capacity, would seem absolutely worthy of trust, but such

a feeling would vanish directly one knows of his private life. The
words of a lecturer, who inveighs against the sins of drunkenness,

at once lose all their weight when his listeners afterwards meet
him in a “jolly” mood in the streets, clinging with affectionate
embrace to a lamp-post.
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So it is with the official and the business man. The official,
whose business it is to look after the Government's funds, is looked
at askance by people who know him to be fond of expensive enjoy-
ments, to gamble, or to speculate. The judge, whose business it is
to administer the law, inevitably loses his prestige if he is found in
the company of shady people, or who himself holds regular gam-
bling parties at his own residence. The banker, who finds himszlf
obliged to raise funds by borrowing from his friends, cannot help
losing his reputation as a sound financier, while the business man,
who is known to be recklessly extravagant in private life, inevitably
finds that his credit suffers.

All these people are examples of imperfect stability. That his
private life is all his own to do with as he likes and has nothing
to do with his official or business life may appear to be a very good
excuse to the man himself, but it is not at all sufficient in the eyes
of those with whom he has to deal, as it is only natural that, to
sefeguard their own interest, these others should only desire to deal
with the man who is in every way absolutely trustworthy.

Imperfect stability in individuals, when it is in any way at
all a rather common fault, is bound to have an adverse effect upon
the trust which others repose in the nation to which such indivi-
duals belong. Has it never occurred to you, that the reason why
Siam is still bound by so many humiliating restrictions in our deal.
ings with foreign powers, is because the others are still unwilling
to trust our stability ? For example, what is exterritoriality but a
sign of that want of confidence ?

To show you what broad-minded Europeans think of the
theory and practice of exterritoriality, let me quote to you the words
of Mr. H. Ernest Garle, Legal Adviser to the ex-Khedive's Civil
List who, in his article entitled : * Britain’s New Protectorate : Egypt’s
International Future”, in the March number of the Windsor Maga-
zine, writes of the *Capitulations™ as applied to Egypt as follows :
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“That any Sovereign Power should be limited within its
own dominions would always constitute a serious obstacle to good
government and administration, but in Egypt it became intolerable.
All suits between foreigners had to be heard before their respective
consuls, and foreigners absolutely refused to submit their causes to
the native tribunals in cases in which natives of Egypt were involved.

“It is impossible to give any idea of the difficulties thus
created, and they were rendered worse by the habit which foreigners
formed of appealing outside their consular courts to their diplomatic
agent for pressure to be put in furtherance of their claims.

“Prom the point of view of criminal administration, matters
could be still further complicated by the doctrine of inviolability of
domicile. Before a foreigner could be arrested the presence of his
consul had to be arranged for to legalise any infraction of domicile,

and the abuses which became possible under this system defy
description.

“It was no uncommon thing for criminals to band them.
selves together expressly for the purpose of taking advantage of the
capitulations, and by carrying on their crimes through persons of
different nationalities, and on the premises of still another, make the
attendance ot half the consuls in Cairo indispensable to any action
against them”.

A little further down, the writer goes on to say how, even
when brought to justice, it was not always certain that an offender
would get any punishment at all, because *it might well be found
that the offence, although an offence against Egyptian municipal
law, was none against the foreigner’s own laws, and so in the end
he would escape .

Such a state of affairs was found so inconvenient and into-
lerable that, in 1876, the foreign powers agreed to the establishment
of the Mixed Courts, a tribunal consisting of a court of the first
instance and a court of appeal; but the inelastic nature of the system
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of jurisprudence specially devised for this tribunal mitigated much
of its usefulness, and the fact of its not being subject to any higher
authority made its working somewhat slow and dilatory. It must
also be added that this tribunal only replaced the old consular juris-
diction in civil matters, while criminal jurisdiction still remained as
before.

It is thus apparent that exterritoriality is a thing that is
inconvenient for everybody concerned, except those who find a use
for it from ulterior motives. One must therefore give those of the
foreign powers, who still exercise exterritoriality in our country, the
credit of believing that they would be willing to surrender it could

they but be fully convinced of our perfect stability.
As a patriotic Siamese, [ naturally believe that we are now

quite ready to be fully trusted. that our international credit is on
the whole a good one, and that foreigners really need have no fear
that we shall misuse our powers should consular jurisdiction be all
removed from our country.

But how to convince the nationals concerned: that is the
question, and a most inportant one, which is of vital interest to our
country.

It is no good for the government alone to give assurances.
You and I, and everyone of us who are parts of the Siamese nation,
must all help in that direction, and the way to do so is by showing
ourselves to be possessed of absolute, perfect stability, both in our
public and our private capacities. Let us not play the hypocrite;
let us not assume the cloak of uprightness only for outdoor wear or
in public; let us all try and be as upright as possible both in public
and in private, and in speech, in thought, and in action. Let us be
resolved to discourage hypocrisy wherever we see it, and do away
with the false idea that hypocrisy and slyness are the attributes of a
clever man. Cleverness, without goodness and uprightness as foun-
dations, is like a gorgeous building built on sand, and the whole
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edifice must inevitably tumble down one day. Perfect stability should
henceforth be one of the most important lessons taught and incul-
cated in our schools as well as our homes.

Look ahead, friends! A great and a glorious vision is before
you. It is only your own selfishness that is a curtain hiding it
from your eyes. Lift up the curtain, and see beyond it a glorious
land, a land of prosperity and promise, our own beloved land, The
Perfectly Free Kingdom of Thai !

Asvabahu.
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